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Complaint 
against doc 
was closed 
months ago 


Revelation raises new 
questions about physical 
exam a female State Patrol 
recruit underwent 


By Joe DUGGAN 
FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


LINCOLN — A confidential state 
investigation completed earlier this 
year resulted in no professional dis- 
cipline against a former doctor for 
the Nebraska State Patrol who is 
now being sued and criminally in- 
vestigated over his physical exams 
of female trooper recruits. 

The World-Herald has learned 
that the Department of Health and 
Human Services months ago closed 
a 2015 civil complaint by Trooper 
Brienne Splittgerber against Dr. 
Stephen Haudrich. The trooper ac- 
cused Haudrich of doing a medical- 
ly unnecessary and inappropriate 
exam of her female anatomy. 

The HHS complaint was “in- 
vestigated and the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s Office declined to take ac- 
tion,” said Omaha attorney David 
Ernst, who represents the doctor. 
The written notification of the de- 
cision sent to his client was dated 
Feb. 17, the lawyer added. 

The discovery sheds new light 
on and raises new questions about 
the disputed medical examination 
by the patrol’s former doctor who 
conducted pre-employment phys- 
icals of recruits under a three- 
year, $45,000 state contract. 

The trooper has said she report- 
ed her concerns about the exam to 
her superiors sometime in October 
2014, but they did nothing. That 
inaction prompted her to file a fed- 
eral lawsuit in August against the 
state, the patrol and the doctor. 

The patrol’s apparent failure to 
promptly vet the allegations also 
factored in a decision by Gov. Pete 
Ricketts to fire the agency’s super- 
intendent, Col. Brad Rice, this past 
summer. The governor, in turn, 
asked the patrol to launch a crimi- 
nal investigation into the matter — 
something the female trooper had 
been seeking for three years. 

All the while, it turns out, offi- 
cials with HHS and the Attorney 


See Patrol: Page 2 


Did you remember? 


Daylight saving time ended at 
2 a.m.; be sure your clocks have 
been turned back one hour. 


Plugging to fill vacancies 


In a near full-employment job 
market, it takes more time — and 
creativity — to fill positions. Money 


Her spot: La Buvette 


Sarah Baker Hansen writes about 
her favorite restaurant, loved for all 
its charm and Parisian spirit. Living 


Cougar conservation boost 


Revenue from mountain lion license 
plates is more than 10 times higher 
than projections. Midlands 


Omaha forecast 


High: 50 Low: 28 
Breezy and cooler Details: 8B 
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Model lets patients skip insurance claims and copays 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


With her allergies showing no 
signs of letting up, Lené Larson 
met recently with her physician 
at Strada Healthcare. 

Dr. Barry Ford offered options, 
including trying a different over- 
the-counter antihistamine and 


adding one at night. If that didn’t 
help, there was a test they could 
try. 

He also assured her that she 
could contact him with health 
concerns from overseas on an up- 
coming trip. And she left without 
paying a copay. 

Six months in, Larson says she’s 
pleased with her family’s member- 


ship with Strada, which operates 
under a relatively new model called 
“direct primary care.” Under the 
arrangement, patients pay a month- 
ly membership fee to their doctor, 
generally under $100 a person. 
Patients, in turn, get their pri- 
mary care needs met, all without 
having to file insurance claims, 
meet deductibles or pay copays. 


Patients generally get longer ap- 
pointments and increased access 
to their health care providers 
through unlimited visits and con- 
tacts via cellphone, text, websites 
or secure apps. 

If one of Larson’s two young 
children has a fever after hours, 


See Primary care: Page 4 
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Phase 1: saving himself. Phase 2: aiding ailing dad ... 


Matthew 
Hansen 


COLUMNIST 


TRASH, A LIFE 
BE RECYCLED 


EAN LUN 
NEBR KSK 


and seeing if he had the stuff to be an Ironman 


Caleb climbs off his bike, stands in 
a weedy parking lot on the south edge 
of Fremont and stares silently at the 
dumpster. 

He stands and stares maybe one min- 
ute, or five. He loses track of time as his 
past and his present — his trash and his 
treasure — smash together in his mind. 

If you had happened to be exiting 
the restaurant next to the weedy park- 


ing lot, you might have glanced up and 
wondered why an insanely fit man dressed in skin-tight 
triathlon gear stands holding a high-performance bicy- 
cle and staring at a giant trash can while ... while ... 
Why is the cyclist sobbing? 


You would have asked that question and never 
guessed the answer, because the human brain isn’t 
built to handle Caleb’s story any more than a dump- 


ster can hold a dinosaur. 


He stands there, and remembers the way the cold 
asphalt of this parking lot felt against his skin. He 
stands there and remembers the whiskey he drank 
to pass out and the meth he snorted to get up and the 
lies — dear God, so many lies — he told to friends 
and girlfriends and his own parents until they had no 
choice but to try to empty their minds of his memory. 

He stands in front of the dumpster knowing that he 
has transformed, recycled himself into a good husband 


See Hansen: Page 5 


Putting his pain aside, Caleb Smidt crosses the finish line at the 2017 Ironman World Championships in Hawaii. 
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Personal Loan Rates As Low As 


oliday Loan 
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*annual Percentage Rate. As of 10/29/17, current rates range from 5.74% to 17.99% APR based on our credit review, the term of the loan, and are subject to change without notice. Maximum loan amount is $30,000. Minimum loan amount 
$1,000. No payment is due for 60 days, but interest will accrue on your unpaid balance based on the loan origination date. Offer good on new loans or refinancing of current loans with an additional $1,000 added. The monthly payment 
examples, without debt protection, for a loan with a 3 year term has an APR of 5.74%, 4 year term 5.99%, and 5 year term 6.24%. Offer expires December 31, 2017. 


MONTHLY PAYMENT EXAMPLES* 


$152.72 $118.33 


$10,000 $304.22 | $235.72 | $195.21 | 
$20,000 $607.22 | $470.50 $389.64 
$30,000 $910.23 | $705.28 $584.07 | 
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